WHY DO I NEED ASSESSING?

A far too frequent story of umpire folk!

Last Saturday I watched a round of the Middleton cup. it was a warm and pleasant day. There was on duty 2 umpires who officiated.

Both stood at the end of the green, the same end and very close to each other. They gave us a good display of their tummies as not once did they do their jackets up. To be honest it looked as they could not. After the 5th end, one of the umpires did move, he went and sat down for the next 4 ends, he then got up for 2 ends then decided to sit down again for a few more ends.

There was one call for a measure so they both rushed on. 

On another call, one was asked to do our basic measure (2 woods less than a yard apart) one on the running surface and one flat on belly, but no wedges came out.

One must have been cold as his hands were in his pockets quite regularly.

They also enjoyed the game as they were watching intently, usually until the rink they were watching had finished the end.

Now if you read this you may think that it is a bit over the top, but it all happened in one game, and it begs the question, do you umpire like this? If so, do you think you should be umpiring?

As the title of this piece states “Why do I need assessing? Well here is the proof!!

Before the web site gets a tirade of abuse, I am an International Umpire of many years standing and I felt very upset about the standard of umpiring which I hope you agree we do not need in the association.

